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The term conspiracy is used as a pejorative in modern lingo, as is propaganda. But a conspiracy just means 
a coordinated effort to do something, but doesn’t imply etymologically a nefarious plot or immoral characters. 
Given this, Time reported in a lengthy article that got much attention, on a supposed grassroots campaign to 
fortify the 2020 election and protect democracy. While conservatives lapped this up as proof of a rigged 
election stolen from Trump, it tells more about the sham that democracy is than it paints Trump as a victim. 
The article is very long, but I will quote some salient points. 
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The handshake between business and labor was just one component of a vast, cross-partisan 
campaign to protect the election—an extraordinary shadow effort dedicated not to winning the vote but 
to ensuring it would be free and fair, credible and uncorrupted. For more than a year, a loosely 
organized coalition of operatives scrambled to shore up America’s institutions as they came under 
simultaneous attack from a remorseless pandemic and an autocratically inclined President. Though 
much of this activity took place on the left, it was separate from the Biden campaign and crossed 
ideological lines, with crucial contributions by nonpartisan and conservative actors. 


Their work touched every aspect of the election. They got states to change voting systems and laws 
and helped secure hundreds of millions in public and private funding. They fended off voter- 
suppression lawsuits, recruited armies of poll workers and got millions of people to vote by mail for the 
first time. They successfully pressured social media companies to take a harder line against 
disinformation and used data-driven strategies to fight viral smears. They executed national public- 
awareness campaigns that helped Americans understand how the vote count would unfold over days 
or weeks, preventing Trump’s conspiracy theories and false claims of victory from getting more 
traction. After Election Day, they monitored every pressure point to ensure that Trump could not 
overturn the result. 


That's why the participants want the secret history of the 2020 election told, even though it sounds like 
a paranoid fever dream—a well-funded cabal of powerful people, ranging across industries and 
ideologies, working together behind the scenes to influence perceptions, change rules and laws, steer 
media coverage and control the flow of information. They were not rigging the election; they were 
fortifying it. And they believe the public needs to understand the system’s fragility in order to ensure 
that democracy in America endures. 


In his apartment in the D.C. suburbs, Podhorzer began working from his laptop at his kitchen table, 
holding back-to-back Zoom meetings for hours a day with his network of contacts across the 
progressive universe: the labor movement; the institutional left, like Planned Parenthood and 
Greenpeace; resistance groups like Indivisible and MoveOn; progressive data geeks and strategists, 
representatives of donors and foundations, state-level grassroots organizers, racial-justice activists 
and others. 


Dissidents who are so shocked that democracy is a sham should take comfort in the fact that while Donald 
Trump checked off in policy a huge portion of conservative to-dos, none of it was to their, meaning 
dissidents, benefit. Trump was not an ally of dissidents and neither is the conservative movement at large, 
including Q, Fox News and TPUSA to name a few. The impulse of much of the alt-right to side with 
conservatives or Republicans in the face of leftist radicalism is just the kind of thinking that brings with the 
results that Donald Trump gave, which is precisely more radical leftism. It is ironic: the man who was hailed 
as the second-coming of Hitler or worse, or better, depending on your perspective, wound up inciting a leftist 
hissy-fit so large as to make the right totally irrelevant to any traditional reformation. Stop running to 
Republicans to save you. Save your damn self! 
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